et al.: Women for Madison set to open doors
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Women for Madison
set to open doors

ence and the audience could relate to," said
rally organizer Cynthia Cline ('82).
Today Smith is the founder and owner of
Pat Smith Enterprises, founder and CEO of
Treasure You, and the president of Pat and
Emmitt Smith Charities. She is an author
and has hosted Second Chances for Overcomers with Robin Roberts. She is in great
demand as an inspirational speaker, TV talkshow host and guest on matters of faith, philanthropy, family and overcoming adversity.
Smith challenged the women in attendance to help provide another woman an
opportunity to find her purpose. "Let's pass
it on and grow the body of women from
JMU who make a difference in this world,"
she said. "Let's all be Women for Madison!"
The rally was organized by the Women
for Madison Executive Advisory Council in
an effort to channel women's growing professional influence and financial leadership.
Chair Vanessa Evans-Grevious ('93, '97M)
appeared via video to open the rally. Speakers
encouraged women to extend the transformational impact of their own Madison Experience by making an impact on future students
through volunteering and philanthropy.
Students, alumni and donors told one
another how their Madison Experience has
been transformational in their lives. Each
testimony ended with the refrain, 'Tm a
Woman for Madison."
Speakers connected today's movement with
JMU's founding as a womens college in 1908 and
the efforts of early pioneers to produce graduates
who have achieved greamess in their fields.

Pat Southall Smith ('92) headlines first public event

• - - - - armer Ms. Madison, Miss
Virginia and Miss USA Runner Up Pat Southall Smith
('92) was the keynote speaker
for the first public Women
for Madison event at JMU
earlier this spring. The rally
drew students, professors, alumni, parents,
staffand donors interested in becoming more
deeply involved in the life ofJMU.
Smith talked about her student years at
JMU, her early success, relationships, loss
and hardship, and the special role of JMU
and women in her story of redemption.
"My sorority of sisters helped me understand how much I loved women and have a
passion to support them," she said. "My education in journalism gave me the foundation
and confidence to work in TV. The student
body supported me through my Miss Virginia days and gave me confidence to continue my journey to Miss USA."
She spoke ofher feelings ofputting her professional aspirations on hold while raising a
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(Top right) Pat Southall Smith ('92): "I
am committed to supporting women in
financial, emotional and spiritual need."
(Top left) Chiquita King ('09, '11M): "Think
about what we can accomplish together.
Be a Woman for Madison."

family and while her husband, former Dallas
Cowboys running back and "Dancing with
the Stars" Season 3 celebrity winner Emmitt
Smith, was in the limelight. "It's a work-life
quandary many professional women experi-
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WOMEN
MADISON

Sign up to become involved in JMU throughf
• CHEERLEADER - spread the word about
the Madison Plan and our goal to become the
national model of the engaged university.
• PLAYER -volunteer at a JMU event.
• COACH - serve as a guest speaker, mentor
or adviser to a student.
• CHAMPION - host a Women for Madison
Circle or organize for a JMU cause.
• BOOSTER - make a financial gift to JMU.

Being a Woman for Madison
requires making an annual
gift of any amount to JMU.
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LEARN MORE

\[,:) To learn more about Women
for Madison and to see video
from the rally, go to www.jmu.
edu/womenformadison.

WOMEN FOR MADISON PHOTOG RAPH S BY HOLLY DONA HUE
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ESPN's Lindsay Czarniak to speak
at spring commencement ceremony

''All of these Madison women remind us
of the many doors JMU women have already
opened for us," said WPM V ice Chair Beth
Bliss ('84). "Many of us in this room have
done remarkable things too. We have raised
families. Started businesses. Taught school.
Become thought leaders in our fields. Fostered change in our communities."
JMU First Lady Mary Ann Alger urged
women to reflect on their personal philanthropic
mission. "Think about how you give back," she
said. "Because you do - every day. Ask yourself
what that means- what you believe in. Imagine
the doors you will open at JMU."
Former Ms. Madison and Centenn ial
Scholar Chiquita King ('09, 'llM) underscored the importance of women becoming
"deeply involved in the life of James Madison University- to become philanthropists Alumna Lindsay Czarniak ('00) will speak to her fellow
for JMU. Students are counting on us. The Dukes and their guests at the university's undergraduate
faculty is counting on us. The future ofJMU commencement ceremony May 8. Czarniak, who majored
is counting on us. It will take our commit- in media arts and design with a minor in studio art, curment for JMU to become the national model rently works for ESPN as co-anchor, with John Anderson,
of the engaged university."
~
of the 6 p.m. ET SportsCenter.

Eyeing the C-Suite?
Gain the knowledge necessary
to move up in your career:

Czarniak, flanked
by SportsCenter
co-anchor John
Anderson, left, and

NBA analyst P.J.
Carlesimo during
a regular-season
game in Cleveland.

Professionals with five to 10 years of professional

IDEAL
STUDENT

work experience.

MODE OF

The 14 requ ired courses can be completed in 28 months;

DELIVERY

• Crisis Leadership

includes synchronous online instruction paired with a
limited number of face-to-face residencies in McLean, Va.

• Stakeholder Management
• Global Competitive Competency

APPLY

Now accepting applications for Fall 2015.

• Supply Chain Expertise
Learn to understand,
lead and create change
across the organization.

'Feedback from executives tells us that the design of this ELMBA will accelerate the
move up the career ladder toward the C·Suite for students completing the program.'
- DR . M AR Y GOWAN , D EAN, COL LE GE O F BUSI N ESS

JAMI S M1\l)ISUN LJNIVI R.SI IY
CZARNIAK PHOTOGRAPH BY PHIL ELLSWORTH/ESPN IMAGES

Questions? Contact

https://commons.lib.jmu.edu/madisonmagazine/vol38/iss2/8

Dr. Michael Busing, busingme@jmu.edu.
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